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Abstract

In essence, environmental education is a kind of education on environmental
ethics. We could recognize this not only from the significant conferences, literature
on the historical development of modern environmental education and the arguments
of scholars in this academic field, but also from its basic mission to resolve
controversial environmental issues. In order to accomplish its mission,
environmental education must advance the professional competency of moral
analysis and evaluation based on environmental ethics. However, as we identify the
essence of environmental education, the education itself is confronting the
challenges of animal liberation and rights movement and biocentric ethics due to its
anthropocentric roots over a long period of time. Regarding this, this study aims to
investigate into the reasons as well as the follow-up difficult problems about
environmental education adopting the ecocentric ethics and an “ecological ethic”
advocated by Holmes Rolston 1ll, as a response to the challenges. It can be
concluded in this study that there is an urgent need for more investigation on

environmental education referring to the basis of environmental ethics in the future.

Key words: anthropocentric ethics, biocentric ethics, ecocentric ethics, ecological

ethic, animal liberation and rights movement, environmental ethics education
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