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Abstract

Many theme-based curriculums and Environmental Education Programs
(EEPs) have been developed for the public to learn and experience over the years.
The ultimate goal of environmental education is to cultivate citizens to become
environmentally responsible. Many researchers have pointed out that Place
Attachment (PA) has a positive impact on Environmentally Responsible Behavior
(ERB). Therefore, the purpose of this study is to measure the effect of EEPs on PA
and ERB. Quantitative and qualitative data were collected through a nonequivalent
control groups design (i.e. questionnaire) with pretest-posttest and interviews
respectively. The experimental group was comprised of 110 children from
Elementary School A and the control group consisted of 92 children from
Elementary School B. Questionnaires and interviews were administered to 110
children who attended a one-day EEP at Chihnan Nature Center in East Taiwan.
The results showed that EEP can significantly and positively increase children's PA
(M=15.58, SD=11.03, t (109)=14.77, p<.01) as well as ERB (M = 3.87, SD=4.17, t
(109)=9.75, p<.01). PA and ERB appeared to have a low degree of positive
correlation (r=0.34, p<.01). Hence, this study verifies that EEPs offering
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participation and perception experience can increase children’s PA and ERB

positively.
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behavior, place attachment
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