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Abstract

The degree of environmental literacy and the factors influencing environmental
action have always been interesting subjects for scholars in the field of Environmental
Education (EE). As most of the current Taiwanese university students have taken the
Grade 1-9 Curriculum designed with more contents of environmental education, this
study aims to investigate into the status quo of Taiwanese university students’
environmental literacy and further explore the possible predictors of environmental
action from three major facets of environmental literacy (affection, knowledge and
skills). A questionnaire survey was conducted in this study. A total of 770 valid
samples were collected from students majored in eight different disciplines and
universities in different regions of Taiwan. Through descriptive analysis and
hierarchical regression analysis, the following results were obtained: (1) Students’
environmental actions are to some degree passive, as they take more ecological
management actions and consumers’ actions rather than persuasive actions and
civilian actions; (2) Students have moderate environmental literacy, with a higher

score for the affection variable; (3) When all of the three variables (affection,
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knowledge and skills) are taken into account, the explanatory power of environmental
action reaches 45.3%. It has been found that when the three variables are all
considered, environmental hope, willingness to act, and perceived skills in using
citizen participation strategies are important predictors for environmental action. The
research results indicate that there is the need for better instructional strategies and
better EE curriculum for higher education. Important suggestions are given by the

researchers for further studies.

Keywords: university students, hierarchical regression analysis, environmental

behavior, environmental action, environmental literary
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