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Abstract

In June 2015, Pope Francis promulgated the Encyclical “Laudato Si’— On Care
for Our Common Home,” which was viewed as the milestone of Catholic
environmental ethics. This article firstly explored the theological roots of the
encyclical: Catholic social teaching and the spiritual tradition of St. Francis of Assisi,
and secondly analyzed the environmental ethics of the encyclical from three aspects:
the comprehension of human, the imagination of the nature, and the integrative
relationship of the environment, society and human. Based on the three aspects, the
catholic environmental ethics could be summarized in three key basis: open humanism,
value of creatures, integral ecology, which correspond to anthropocentrism,
biocentrism and ecocentrism respectively. This article argued that “theocentrism” is
the foundation of the Catholic environmental ethics. According to this foundation,
Pope Francis not only affirms the intrinsic value of creatures, but also respects the
special intelligence and role of human beings. This feature of the encyclical is to
extend the idea of “solidarity,” the core principle of Catholic Social Teaching, to all
creatures, thus emphasizing the fraternity between human and all creatures. Finally,
Laudato Si’ brought forward the view of “integral ecology,” which emphasized the
holistic connection between social structure and the environment, calling for Common
Good as the goal of social development, valuing dialogue and conversation, and

advocating the “bold cultural revolution” as well as ecological conversion.
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