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Our school has a rich history. Taipei American School first opened its doors to eight
students on September 26, 1949 in the basement of a seminary. The civil war between
Chinese Communists and Nationalists caused many missionaries and business people
to flee mainland China for Taiwan. This influx caused the school to grow rapidly and
forced it to move to a new facility as enroliment reached 120 by 1951.

The onset of the Korean War in 1950 fostered an expanding military presence on Taiwan
that further swelled the ranks of TAS. By 1958, the school had moved more than once as
enrollment reached 1,400. This military presence reached its peak with American
involvement in Vietham when TAS enrollment spiked to 3,000 students in 1969.

TAS's growth was reversed with US President Jimmy Carter's derecognition of Taiwan as a diplomatic entity in 1979.
Enrollment dropped below 1,000 as military personnel and other expatriates left Taipei. However, within a few years
this decline was reversed as the eighties witnessed Taiwan's birth as a dynamic democracy full of economic
opportunities. In 1989, TAS moved to its current location in order to provide students with a modern facility that would
serve them well into the twenty-first century.

Our school has learned from its own history. We have learned that change is inevitable, and we are challenged by it to
find creative paths to future success. We have learned that nothing is achieved in isolation. Good schools build strong
programs through good relationships and teamwork. Above all, we have learned that nothing should be allowed to
interfere with the work of committed teachers who understand that educating children is one of life's greatest callings.
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