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Abstract

This study illustrates how Environmental Education Program (EEP) influences Place
Attachment (PA) and Environmentally Responsible Behavior (ERB) on children. The
past research had shown that place-based education influenced students’ sense of place
and PA. Empirical studies have demonstrated significant correlations between PA and
ERB, and confirmed that activity involvement and resource usage history are the
antecedents of PA. ERB is the consequence of PA. The researchers thus infer the
hypothesis that the implementation of EEP can increase PA of a child, thereby promoting
ERB. Few studies focused on the effect of environmental education on children’s PA and
ERB. Therefore, this study adopted a 2 X 2 factorial design and a questionnaire to 100
elementary school children who attended an environment-based education program at
Meiluen Shan Nature Park, Hualien County in eastern Taiwan. The results showed that (1)
PA in experience teaching group is significantly higher than traditional classroom
teaching group; (2) There is no significant difference in teaching methods on ERB of
children; (3) There is no significant difference in time planning on children’s PA and ERB;
(4) Experiential teaching method is superior to traditional teaching method; (5) EEP can
positively increase children’s PA and ERB; (6) PA is significantly related to ERB. The
results of this study support the use of EEP for improving PA and ERB and to guide the
implementation of future programs. Further implications for environmental educators and

formal educators are discussed.
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