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Abstract

Food and Agricultural education (FAE) has been developed rapidly over the last
decades in Taiwan. Attention has been paid and support given by the central and local
governments, the academia, and the non-governmental organizations (NGOs), followed
by the legislation processes. This study aims to examine and summarize the associated
concepts and development of FAE in Taiwan and around the globe. The definition of FAE
incorporated with educational substance and sustainability mindset was made, and the
framework and core concepts were developed. These have been done through literature
review, interviews, and focus groups, and from the perspective of sustainable
development, as well as education for sustainable development (ESD). In addition, media
articles related to FAE published in recent years in Taiwan were collected and analyzed

LRI

in order to identify both of the core themes (“history, society, and ethics”, “agri-food
industry and responsibility”, “agri-food culture conservation”, and “education and health
promotion”) and (thirteen) sub-themes. Based on expert interviews, the following seven
categories from the abovementioned educational activities were made: culture, living,
agronomy, campus, society, environment, and industry. It was concluded that “education

and health promotion/education and promotion” and “history, society, and ethics/societal
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justice” were the two most discussed combination of themes/sub-themes. As for the fields
and areas with respect to the educational activities, social issues were preferred in urban

areas; whereas more cultural issues were found in rural areas in comparison to urban areas.

Keywords: content analysis, education for sustainable development, food and

agricultural education, focus groups

140



