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Abstract

One of the implementation measures of the Taiwan Environmental Education
Act is to establish a certification system of environmental education facilities and
venues. This investigation aims to explore whether there are significant differences
between the public sectors and private sectors on the certification status of
environmental education facilities and venues, as well as the numbers of people for
outdoor learning. The research data were collected from 119 certified facilities and
venues via conducting questionnaire survey and content analysis. The results
showed that up to 60% of the facilities were public sectors, who had significantly
higher number of people hired for environmental education and amount of
environmental education programs than private sectors. Besides, private sectors
were more likely to charge fees for environment education programs than public
sectors. Most public and private sectors had an optimistic attitude towards the
management after receiving the certification. In addition, the best benefit of
receiving the certification was increasing specialized manpower in the field of
environmental education. Nevertheless, filling out excess result forms and statistical
reports was the biggest problem when operating the facilities. Results also indicated

that the numbers of civil servants and students who visited certified facilities for
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outdoor learning have been increased from 9,000 in 2011 to about 370,000 in 2015.
It was shown that public sector facilities were more popular than those operated by
the private sectors, and the key factor influencing the selection was the cost. Thus,
establishing a charging standard for operating environmental education facilities and

programs is suggested to be a valuable research agenda for the government.

Keywords: outdoor learning, certification system, Environmental Education Act,

environmental education facilities and venues
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