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Abstract

Based on the interviews with key members from the Gyeonggi-do Environmental
Education Center (GEEC) in Korea and the Kao-Ping Environmental Education Regional
Center (KPEERC) in Taiwan, this study compares their systems, roles, and practices.
Korea has a national-regional-local EE center system and its EE Promotion Act supports
the designation of EE centers while Taiwan’s EE Act does not stipulate the establishment
of EE centers. Setting up a database of EE organizations and creating an exchange
platform for environmental educators are the most important achievements of GEEC and
KPEERC, respectively. As for the roles of regional EE centers, the interviewees in both
centers place more weight on “a supportive role for other organizations” than “an
executive role to directly perform EE practices.” The two centers face similar difficulties
due to lacks of budget and manpower with EE expertise. The three-year contract-based
operations may threaten stability or long-term planning of both centers. Nevertheless, they
have similar achievements in initiating networks among EE partners and devising
strategies to meet local EE needs. For future development, the GEEC members will put
more effort in planning regional EE policies while KPEERC counterparts anticipate more

active participation in regional sustainability.
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