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Abstract

Air pollution has become an important environmental issue globally. This study
aimed to investigate how factors such as gender, health condition, connectedness to
nature and well-being relate to risk argument, support for air pollution intervention
measures and knowledge of PM,s. The survey data were collected from 233
undergraduate students from various academic disciplines and analyzed using t-test
analysis. The findings showed that male students are more likely to take on the
“precautionary” argument than female students. Students with more connection to
nature tend to take on the “precautionary” and the “pros and cons” arguments, and are
more supportive of air pollution intervention measures. Those with less connection
tend to take on the “relative risk” and “the small risk” arguments. The significant
relationship found between risk arguments and connectedness to nature urge
researchers, practitioners, and decision-makers in education and environmental policy
to consider nature relatedness as means to cultivate particular orientations of risk

argument towards socio-scientific issues related to the environment.

Keywords: connectedness to nature, air pollution, risk argument, particulate matter

2.5, environmental issues
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