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Abstract

Alternative environmental consciousness leads to different approaches to solve
contemporary environmental problems. This study aims to explore how the
environmental educators may design appropriate courses and find a balance between
interpretive, critical and practical courses, through which students can link to real lives.
The researcher has offered a course under the title of “Ecology and Environmental
Imagination” since the second semester of 104 academic year in the College of
General Studies in Yuan-Ze University. The original teaching purpose of this course
is to combine the reading of “Classic 50” and introduce students to certain classic
European and American ecological discourses. Through reading these classics,
students are expected to develop critical thinking and positive environmental ethics.
However, throughout the teaching, the researcher deeply senses the necessity to
connect environmental knowledge and local environment. This research has gone
through teaching and adjustment for four semesters, through which outdoor pedagogy
has been programmed in the course so as to enhance students’ environmental
consciousness. The approach of action learning has been applied to this research,
including interviews with the cooperative teacher, participating in the USR plan,
conducting questionnaires and analyzing students’ feedbacks. The exercise of the
course turned out to be a combination of abstract discourses and a link to local

environment. Thus, students can develop learning processes via discussions and
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dialogues between theories and practices. This research leads to the belief that
teachers are supposed to not only train learners’ specific skills, but also focus on
cultivating learners’ abilities to solve problems and achieve goals. Therefore,
environmental education requires continuous reflexive actions to build up links to
actual environment. Students’ environmental awareness can therefore be enhanced
through the course plan which focuses on the development perspective that helps
cultivating students’ ability to think, and even the nourishment perspective that helps
improving students’ self-efficacy. Through environmental education, students play the
role of active learners, while teachers play the role of organizers, participants or even

explorers to heterogeneous environmental experiences.

Keywords: USR, outdoor pedagogy, action learning, Classic 50, environmental

education
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