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Abstract

Due to late implementation of the repeal of Martial Law in Taiwan, Kinmen has
been able to maintain a more complete traditional southern Fujian settlement. This has
not only formed a special local feature, but also a very precious legacy. Shanhou
Settlement, the most complete and famous traditional settlement, is the most popular
settlement destination in Kinmen, which needs special attention from management
agencies and tourists to its sustainable development. This study examines the causal
relationships among nostalgia, place dependence, place identity and environmentally
responsible behavior (ERB), as well as the mediating effect of place dependence and
place identity. A total of 346 tourists who had visited Shanhou Settlement were
surveyed. Structural Equation Modeling was used to determine the relationships
among the variables and the mediating effects. Results have shown that nostalgia had
positive effects on place dependence, place identity and ERB. In addition, place
dependence had a positive effect on place identity, while place identity also had a

positive effect on ERB. Moreover, place dependence was found to have exerted a
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significant effect on mediating the relationship between nostalgia and place identity.
In the meantime, place identity mediated the effect of nostalgia on visitors’ ERB.
Management implications and recommendations for the administrators of Shanhou

Settlement and future researchers have subsequently been provided.

Keywords: place dependence, place identity, environmentally responsible behavior,

heritage tourism, nostalgia
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