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Abstract

In this study, quantity of coverage theory was applied for the analysis of
environmental issues reported by print media. A total of five domestic and foreign
newspapers from 1987 to 2017 (United Daily News, China Times, Economic Daily News,
Apple Daily, and The New York Times) were analyzed for discussing about media
attention and environmental issues. The results showed that “nuclear energy”, “water
resources” and “climate change” were the environmental issues that have long been the
focus of newspaper media. The least reported issues were “food crisis” and “genetic
modification”. The coverage of environmental issues by the four domestic newspapers
was also different. United Daily News and China Times focused more on “water
resources”, “nuclear energy” and “air quality” related issues, while the Economic Daily
News focused more on “energy saving and carbon reduction”. The focus of environmental
issues reported by Apple Daily was “food safety”, which was quite different from the
others. Comparing the domestic media, United Daily News, with the foreign media, The
New York Times, it was found that Taiwan press had significantly less coverage than
foreign press. The two newspapers also differed in their attention to environmental issues,
with the issue of “climate change” receiving a great deal of attention from foreign media
for a long time. Except for “genetic modification”, “plasticizer” and “energy saving and
carbon reduction”, which received more coverage in the domestic newspapers, all other

issues received less coverage than in the foreign media. The only issue of equal interest

to both domestic and foreign media was related to “nuclear energy”.
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