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Abstract

In the time of COVID-19 pandemic, there have been several severe impacts on
human activities all over the world. Some researchers presume that the COVID-19 virus
might originate from wild animals such as pangolins and bats. Taiwan Roadkill
Observation Network (TaiRON) is the most popular citizen science project which recruits
volunteers (citizen scientists) to collect animal carcass specimens from roadkill in Taiwan.
This pilot study is to understand the volunteers' attitudes and pro-environmental behaviors.
A two-phase decision model for the theoretical framework has been used in this study. A
total of 121 valid questionnaire responses have been collected. Among them, 70
participants have experiences in collecting corpse specimens while 51 have no such
experiences. The preliminary result reveals that the attitudes of participants with or
without the experience of collecting specimens have no significant differences by Chi-
squared test. However, the participants who had the specimen collection experience
scored higher than those who did not have experience in the behavioral intention
dimension. It has been speculated that the volunteers who had the experience could
understand the potential risks more easily and protect themselves. Overall, all of the
participants were willing to conduct the specimen collection behavior. This could be due
to the relatively stable COVID-19 situation in Taiwan in comparison to the rest of the

world during the survey period. Thus, after the citizen scientists assessed the condition,
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they still wished to contribute to scientific research and conservation. Moreover, in the
past 10 years, the TaiRON has been dedicated to promoting environmental education so

that its volunteers have positive environmental consciousness and confidence.

Keywords: citizen science, COVID-19, Taiwan Roadkill Observation Network, pro-

environmental behavior, environmental attitudes
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